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The cost of war and 
the value of peace 
Developments in Afghanistan since the country's 
handover to the Islamic fundamentalist Taliban by the US 
on August 15 have been widely covered and reported 
across the media. 

Liberation, however, is of the view that the public are 
not fooled by contrived misrepresentations of the outcomes 
of failed policies masterminded and executed by the US 
and UK governments since the atrocities on September 
11, 2001. We are convinced that the foreign policy deci
sions of the imperialist powers twenty years ago made our 
world unsafe and more unjust. 

On the eve of the twentieth anniversary of the horrific 
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the Taliban in
structed women to cover up from head to toe and banned 
them from secondary schooling and further education. 
Meanwhile, President Biden turned a blind eye and chose 
to praise the Taliban for their "professionalism" in reopening 
Kabul airport. 

Barely two weeks earlier, General Sir Nick Carter, Chief 
of the Defence Staff, had claimed British troops were 
"happy to collaborate with the Taliban" and that he believed 
the Taliban had changed in recent years. The people of 
Afghanistan angrily refute these baseless claims. 

The so-called "war on terror" has become a perpetual 
war; ruthlessly exploiting legitimate fears; misleading mili
tary personnel into death and injury; laying waste to whole 
nations; and destabilising world politics. Increased exploita
tion and profiteering amidst the ruins represent the spoils 
of this war. 

It is these very double standards in foreign policy, inter
state relations, lies, and the corporate greed of multina
tionals that feed ultra-violent politics and terrorism - whether 
lslamist, Christian fundamentalist, or neo-Nazi! 

Aggression and conflict have not been the only tools 

deployed to protect the interests of US big business and 
the military industrial complex. Economic blockades and 
trade sanctions against progressive Cuba, Venezuela, and 
even the dictatorship in Iran, as well as support for military 
coups, have also had a role. These have led to hardship, 
adding to the pandemic misery. 

In addition, the British government hangs on to the coat
tails of the US in all of its aggressive manoeuvres, while 
assisting attempts to generate a new cold war against 
China. Such provocations pose a threat to the entire world! 

The stakes could not be higher, nor the dangers greater! 
Biden continues to raise the odds on conflict. From Iran 
and the Middle East, pandering to the oppression of the 
Palestinians by the Israeli State, to the Inda-Pacific and 
Eastern Europe, the US is a force for destabilisation and 
injustice. 

Biden claims he is ending 20 years of US war, yet cur
rently maintains 800 overseas military bases in 70 coun
tries. These remain a key affront to international justice 
and a threat to world peace. 

The true cost of the US-NATO occupation of Afghanistan 
is yet to be revealed, but it is clear that the lives and blood 
of the Afghan people held little worth to the US. 

As Malalai Joya, a women's rights activist and former 
Afghan parliamentarian, has said: "For years I have called 
for the withdrawal of the foreign occupation forces. Now it 
has been proved to all of our people that the US and NATO 
were dishonest. The blood of the Afghan people is of no 
value to them." 

Britain needs to extricate itself from US ambitions, its 
dangerous policies and mal-designs - which offer only 
wasteful and deadly escalation. The value of world peace 
and an averting of war, even nuclear war, cannot be over
estimated. 

It is time to build solidarity between the peoples of all 
lands, and to develop independent and fraternal foreign 
policies. 

Peace and real liberation is possible! 

Jamshid Ahmadi 
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news/Liberation 
'These remembrances should not be about assuaging the guilt of those that have benefitted 
from slavery or about making anyone feel better about the horrors that my ancestors and 
those of many other enslaved Africans had to endure. It is about the politics. It is about 
unfinished business.' 

Slave trade abolition is 
'unfinished business' 

L
iberation marked International Day 
for the Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition on 23 August 

with a pledge to 'write a new book about 
slavery'. 

In an article and video published on the 
day general secretary Roger McKenzie ar
gued that 'it is very easy to see how this day 
can become institutionalised in the same way 
that many Black History Month events have. 
It can easily be all about the music, eating 
the so-called ethnic food - all things which I 
heartily enjoy and am happy to participate 
in - but not about the politics. 

Roger, whose ancestors 'had been stolen 
from Africa and enslaved on plantations in 
Jamaica' continued: 

'This should not be the end of the story. 
These remembrances should not be about 

assuaging the guilt of those that have bene
fitted from slavery or about making anyone 
feel better about the horrors that my ances
tors and those of many other enslaved 
Africans had to endure. It is about the poli
tics. It is about unfinished business.' 

Roger said it was important to remind 
people of the 'horrors of slavery and that 
the end of that barbaric institution was not 
won by a few kind hearted if no doubt well 
meaning White folks'. 

'Both the end of slavery and the end of 
colonialism was achieved by organised re
bellion. But is also about the reparations that 
need to be paid to the descendants of en
slaved Africans. This is not an issue that can 
be hidden behind nice food and dancing.' 

See Roger's article and video at libera
tionorg.co.uk 

Liberation launches annual lecture 

Liberation is launching an annual lecture in 
December that aims to raise awareness of 
anti-colonial struggles and the challenges of 
combating imperialism today. 

The event will be held in the Houses of 
Parliament and will be billed as the Fenner 
Brockway annual lecture, named after the 
founder of Movement for Colonial Freedom, 
Liberation's predecessor organisation. 

The initial theme is Britain and the need for 
a progressive foreign policy with human rights 
at its core. 

The event will be held on 8 December, timed 
to coincide with the United Nations Human 
Rights Day, which falls on 10 December. 

Liberation also plans an annual Maggie 
Bowden Essay Competition, named after our 

former, long-time general secretary and current 
joint president. The essay seeks to encourage 
engagement with a whole range of groups in
cluding school children, and those from diverse 
backgrounds and sectors. 

These initiatives are the result of the work 
of Liberation's education committee, compris
ing Liberation Central Council members, led 
by Harsev Bains.This is currently meeting 
monthly. The committee was established to de
velop and take forward educational work under 
the supervision of Liberation central council 
and the Liberation executive. 

Liberation will publish further details of the 
lecture and other initiatives on our website and 
via social media. 

Myanmar meeting mobbed 

Over 1500 tuned into Liberation's meeting 
on Myanmar in July to hear union leader 
Ms. Khaing Zar Aung (pictured), president 
of the Industrial Workers' Federation of 
Myanmar (IWFM) and treasurer of the 
Confederation of Trade Unions Myanmar 
(CTUM). Arnn Kumar, general secretary of 
the All India Peace and Solidarity 
Organisation 
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(AIPSO), Jeremy Corbyn MP and Murad 
Qureshi also spoke. 

You can play back the event 'Restore democ
racy and peoples' rights in Myanmar!' including 
its lively Q&A via our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/liberationorg 
The texts of the presentations by Arnn Kumar 
and Murad Qureshi are on page 8. 

New from www.manifestopress.org.uk 
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Born to campaign 

The life story of Rita Weiss 1921 - 2011 
Reimagining Education 
Curriculum and Assessment 

Rita Weiss, East End antifascist, 

tireless worker for the Daily 

Worker, Morning Star and the 

Co-op, Cuba partisan and 

pensioners' leader and an 

exemplary craftswomen. £ I 1.95 

Reimagining education 

Curriculum & Assessment 

The Socialist Eucational 

Association on an unbalanced 

curriculum, private education, 

social class, sexism in schools, 

Black Lives Matters, literature 

and mathematics. £ I 1.95 

edited by Louise Regan and Ian Duckett 
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Afghanistan/three voices 
Liberation held an online seminar in September on the situation in Afghanistan. 
Here we include extracts from the contributions of the three speakers from the country, a 
woman activist, a progressive political leader and a former diplomat. 

The people's view 
by Shokrieh Rahami 

'The previous Afghan government 
was mired in corruption, but the 
young generation of Afghanistan 
were raised and schooled under 

that system and the constitutional 
values it propagated. 

The raising of such a generation was one of 
the greatest achievements. This must not be 
destroyed.' 

Picture redacted for security reasons 

The wider context 
by Assad Keshtmand 

'All signs indicate that bloody 
wars will break out in our region 
and once again an awful and 
unclear fate awaits the people of 
Afghanistan who have suffered more 

than enough so far.' 

What should be done? 
by Dr Abdullah Naibi 

'We would like to ask all democrats 
and progressive voices in the UK 
Parliament to support the 
democratic forces of Afghanistan 

and Afghan women in their vital 
struggle against the Taliban. A 

default fallback to support for those forces 
linked to the Mujahidin would merely equate 
to the repeating of a failed and shameful 
experience' 

The newly installed oppressive regime has 
set out to systematically remove women 
from all spheres of social life: removal of 
female government cabinet members, 
gender segregation in universities, 
imposition of foreign Arab culture and dress, 
the closure of girls' schools, and the passing 
of a 'privileged' law. We witness the setting 
of an abnormally low pass-threshold in 
public exams in order to recruit men to 
government positions - while women in 
high-ranking government positions are 
forced to resign - and all first, second and 
third tier government positions are 
monopolised for men. 

The new order have resorted to brutal 
suppression to silence the voices of women 
across Afghanistan, through locking them up 
underground; shooting at them; threatening 

The Americans have prepared the conditions 
for the Taliban to come to power again. The 
first time when the radical Islamist division 
called the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TIP, 
Taliban Movement in Pakistan) entered the 
scene through Pakistan in 1994 and in its 
early steps participated in wars with 
unprecedented vigour and violence and took 
the power, it was met with an indifferent 
reaction from the Americans, and a short 
while after that, the same United States, the 
so-called leader of the free world, entered 
into a deal with it through the massive oil 
company Unocal. 

The United States has never made any 
effort to force the Taliban to respect human 
rights, women's rights, national and ethnic 
equality, and to build a political system based 
on social justice. America is only concerned 
with securing its own vital interests. 

Accordingly, the United States has chosen 
the Taliban as the only force capable of 
carrying out its (i.e., America's) major 
Central Asian policies. This policy, as far as 
its initial preparations on the one hand, and 
the reactions of the other players such as 
Central Asia, Russia, China, and Iran on the 
other hand shows, is based on raising 
tensions and bringing about a kind of 
"Central Asian Spring" with new 

How should the current Taliban regime be 
dealt with? It must be remembered that the 
regime that the Taliban overthrew was 
corrupt, anti-democratic, and quite a 
puppet of its US-NATO funders. Its 
military commanders and leadership were 
drawn from the Mujahidin, primarily from 
the Jamiat-i-Islami faction. They rigidly 

maintained their tribal and regional 
characteristics and links. In fact, the 
"Afghan national army" was a collection 
of anarchist mercenaries facilitated and 
funded by the United States. 

Yet by signing the Doha Agreement 
with the Taliban last year, the United 
States in practical effect handed Kabul 

them with weapons; pepper-spraying and 
flogging them; arresting rally organisers and 
issuing calls for the arrest of protesters on 
march days; torturing and ill-treating them in 
various ways while in detention, including with 
electric shocks; transferring them to unknown 
places of detention (literally disappearing 
them); pursuing them into their homes having 
dispersed them from public spaces; monitoring 

their social media accounts; intimidating and 
threatening those involved with human rights 
activism; targeted killings of those human 
rights activists that persist; cracking down on 
domestic journalists, particularly those 
attempting to cover demonstrations and rallies; 
right through to the ever present threat of 
torture, imprisonment or being disappeared ... 
But rest assured that what is shown in the 
media represent just a small part of the crimes 

characteristics. 
Many analysts in our region believe that 

the displacement of Daesh (ISIS) forces in 
Northern Afghanistan in a different position 
alongside the Taliban is one of the most 
obvious signs of these policies. It is worth 
noting that the ISIS forces stationed in 
Northern Afghanistan are mainly citizens of 
Chechen, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Caucasians, and Chinese 
Uyghurs. Alongside these two strong terrorist 
and extremist groups, other groups have been 
gathered around from al-Qaida to Hizb ut
Tahrir and other Islamic fundamentalist 
groups that all have the same common goal 
of overthrowing the secular regimes in 
Central Asia. All signs indicate that bloody 
wars will break out in our region and once 
again an awful and unclear fate awaits the 
people of Afghanistan who have suffered 
more than enough so far. 

In this way, Afghanistan once again is 
becoming a victim of the ambitions of the 
Pentagon and CIA hawks, and peace, as an 
unattainable cause, will remain one of the 
burning aspirations of our people. 
Afghanistan will continue to remain 
underdeveloped and yearning for prosperity. 

Based on what has happened, it could be 
said that the overt first step of the US 

over to them. Antony Blinken, the US 
Secretary of State, disregarded the fact that 
by signing the accords with the Taliban, 
international recognition of the Taliban 
regime would be instigated - despite his 
insistence that the Taliban would have to 
accomplish and earn its "legitimacy". 

The corrupt previous government drove 
Afghan society into decadence and enabled 
the easy takeover by the Taliban. The 
White House and its allies, in particular 
the United Kingdom, are accountable for 
the Taliban victory. 

The rapid fall of the government, 
precipitated by the US-NATO withdrawal, 
and the desertion by the president and 



Liberation Autumn 2021 IS 

Afghanistan/three voices 
'What the Taliban represent is not just Islamic fundamentalism, but a mixture of Islamic 
fundamentalism with a particular brand of conservative tribal culture and highly 
patriarchal traditions originating in the areas from which the Taliban emerged. 
This is what makes the Taliban particularly dangerous to women' 

and repressions these fundamentalist 
monopolists carry out against us! 

The people of Afghanistan are tired after a 
40-year-long war - and, where they are not 
tired, there is a deep-seated hatred amongst the 
majority of them towards the Taliban, who are 
severely interfering in the individual freedoms 
of the people and making it difficult for them to 
even breathe. What the Taliban represent is not 

just Islamic fundamentalism, but a mixture of 
Islamic fundamentalism with a particular brand 
of conservative tribal culture and highly 
patriarchal traditions originating in the areas 
from which the Taliban emerged. And, this is 
what makes the Taliban particularly dangerous 
to women and completely opposed to women's 
interests. 

Therefore, on behalf of the spontaneous 
independent women's movements in 

policymakers in order to take good 
advantage of the Taliban resources, was their 
attempt to gradually tum the Taliban into a 
politically and diplomatically approachable 
force by setting up Doha talks with them. 
Today, the Americans have eliminated any 
taboo and problem that could exist in 
communicating and liaising with the Taliban. 

The hassle-free transfer of power to the 
Taliban, and leaving for them all the military 
equipment and weaponry estimated at more 
than 85 billion dollars, is the central point of 
this political plan. In fact, all practical means 
have been provided to shift activities of 

insurgency, disorder and [regime] overthrow 
to Central Asia. They expect the Taliban, 
whose leadership has been trained by the 
Americans, to create final conditions for the 
second phase of their plans, which is to 
create chaos and disorder and to gradually 
instigate civil wars in Central Asia. 

The current state of the world indicates 
that rather than a secular and incoherent 
government in terms of religion and ethnic 
composition, only a force such as the 
Taliban, which is coherent ideologically, 
politically and religiously, and in terms of 
ethnic makeup, will be able to implement 
this US policy in Central Asia, a policy 
which has been in the making for quite some 

other Jihadi leaders, proved that Afghan 
people did not support the corrupt regime 
in Kabul and were not bereft at its 
removal. 

Nonetheless, the Afghan people are not 
pleased with the Taliban's current mode 
and policies, even if their prevailing meant 
the end of the war. 

The progressive movements, women, 
and people of Afghanistan expect the 
international community and the UK 
government to block and withhold 
recognition of the Taliban's medieval-like 
government, as well as exert pressure on 
Pakistan and other supporters of Taliban 
for the formation of a political broad-based 

Afghanistan, I urge our counterparts in Britain 
and around the world, all human rights and 
women's rights activists, as well as all active 
and knowledgeable people in the fight against 
terrorism and drugs (the main source of income 
for the Taliban in recent years), to draw upon 
their power, resources and resolve to push these 
issues until the Taliban are forced to form an 
inclusive government in which women are 
guaranteed a dignified position and full rights. 

These include, but are not limited to: the 
right to equal education to equal employment; 
equal opportunities in all social and labour 
sectors; the right to political participation to 
leadership levels (including the lifting of the 
ban on women in high government positions); 
the re-establishment of the Ministry of 
Women's Affairs; freedom of choice of 
profession; freedom of field of study; 

time. That is why the Americans chose the 
Taliban. 

However, it should be noted that the 
people of Northern Afghanistan, neighbours 
of Central Asian nations, with whom they 
have historical, ethnical, cultural, and 
spiritual common interests, are not willing to 
participate in such plans. 

The US pulled its troops out of 
Afghanistan in order to avoid directly 
engaging with this difficult and dangerous 
problem. Yet, it still has all the major levers 
in its own hands. By transferring power to 
the Taliban, the Americans won their hearts 

forever. Additionally, the active and decision
making leadership of the Taliban who were 
based in Qatar and are in control today, 
remain firm allies of the US. 

There are other important resources 
available to the United States, principally its 
influence in the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund, and other 
global financial institutions. It seems hard to 
believe that the Americans will freeze the 
assets of Afghanistan for a long time and 
give Taliban a hard time. This is a difficult 
test and a turning point that will reveal the 
US policy toward Afghanistan and Central 
Asia. 

What is predictable is that the Taliban will 

government and not one based on tribal 
arrangement. 

The other important issue is regarding 
the second resistance movement in 
Panjshir. In reality, this movement is aimed 
at maintaining the position of Jihadis 
linked to Jamiat-i-Islami, prominent in the 
previous set-up, and has nothing to do with 

the interests and urgent needs of the people 
of Afghanistan. People are fed-up with 
Mujahidin's rule during the last 20 years 
and expressed a hatred of their conduct and 
many crimes. The democratic and bona 
fide patriotic forces of Afghanistan must 
no longer be ignored. 

We would like to ask all democrats and 

prohibition of forced marriage and the jihad of 
marriage; freedom of expression; as well as 
other values enshrined in international treaties 
and conventions to which the government of 
Afghanistan has signed up thus far, such as -
the Convention on the Elimination of Violence 
against Women; the UN Charter; and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. And, 
until the government in Afghanistan embraces 
all of these values and stands with the women 
of Afghanistan, no legitimacy or recognition 
should be given to the fundamentalist 
monopoly system of mono-ethnic, mono
religious, and mono-gender. 

The previous Afghan government was mired 
in corruption, but the young generation of 
Afghanistan, who make up 65% of the 
population, were raised and schooled under that 
system and the constitutional values it 

be willing to back off from certain policies to 
cast off the current problems. But are they 
willing to compromise in key issues such as 
the real presence of representatives of all 
nationalities and ethnicities of Afghanistan in 
power, real women's freedom, religious 
equality, freedom of expression and political 
freedoms, the method of governance and the 
type of the political system, and other issues 
determining the future destiny of the Afghan 
people? 

The Taliban are a force that have proved 
their disregard for the international laws and 
standards. They are likely to have red lines 

that are dangerous and unacceptable to 
global public opinion. These red lines largely 
stem from their socially and politically 
regressive way of thinking based on 
fundamentalism and self-admiration. Under 
the present circumstances, the Taliban are 
trying to consolidate their position so that 
they can step into the next phase as a united 
and cohesive regime, but many problems are 
in their way. 

There are many problems facing the 
Taliban every day; their internal differences 
are huge and if they do not implement a 
reasonable policy that will bring peace to the 
people, they will not be able to govern. The 
implementation of US plans for Central Asia 

progressive voices in the UK Parliament to 
support the democratic forces of 
Afghanistan and Afghan women in their 
vital struggle against the Taliban. A default 
fallback to support for those forces linked 
to the Mujahidin would merely equate to 
the repeating of a failed and shameful 
experience. 

Activists from progressive movements 
and those representing women's rights are 
under Taliban pressure and attack. They 
urgently need the support of the 
international community, in particular of 
the United Kingdom government. 

propagated. It was one of the most democratic 
in the entire region. We grew up and learned to 
read and judge the world from this perspective 
- the raising of such a generation was one of the 
greatest achievements. This must not be 
destroyed like the achievements in the training 
and equipping of the Afghan army over the past 
twenty years were so easily destroyed.

Shokrieh Rahami is a young women's 

rights activist from north Afghanistan. She 
was involved in establishing the Co
ordinating Council of Afghan Women 
Fighters for Peace Negotiations. She is 
actively involved in campaigns on issues 
regarding children and women in 
Afghanistan, and has been involved in 
organizing recent protests against the 
Taliban. 

will depend on the Taliban's conquest and 
solving the current problems. 

There are other unclear points about US 
capabilities in Afghanistan. What of the US 
military bases? In Doha, in February 2020, a 
deal was reached between the Taliban and 
the United States to dismantle five of the 
nine US military bases in Afghanistan. Yet, 
no detailed information has been provided 
about the actual number of US military bases 
in Afghanistan. And what was the fate of the 
other four bases? And what about the 
security pact between Afghanistan and the 
US, signed in 2014 and which is valid 
through 2024. These two major issues have 
been left unclear intentionally and so create 
more common links between the Taliban and 
America. 

Ultimately, the biggest question is, when 
will the US enter the final stage of its plan to 
instigate disorder in Central Asia, that many 
believe is in the works? 

Assad Keshtmand served as the 

Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan to Hungary, Iran, and Ethiopia, 
in the final years of the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
government. He currently resides in 
London. 

Dr Abdullah Naibi is a medical doctor, 

writer, and poet and seasoned politician. 
He was a leading political figure during the 
era of the progressive government that 
ruled Afghanistan from the late-1970s until 
1992. In exile he was a founding member 
of a progressive movement that led to the 
formation of the People's New Party of 
Afghanistan, dedicated to peace, 
sovereignty and social progress in 
Afghanistan. 

These are edited versions of the 
presentations - full versions are available 
on the Liberation website. 
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Myanmar/in focus 
'Myanmar's descent into armed conflicts provides the ideal situation for imperialism 
to intervene. After pushing West Asia into chaos and perennial strife, East Asia 
is now the target' 

For the sake 
of world peace 
say no to 
imperialist 
meddling 

For_peace to 
reign, we 
should 
demand a 
stop to 

imperialist 
interventions, 

demand the 
restoration of 
democracy and condemn 
repression of all 
kinds, writes 
Arun Kumar 

Protest in Myanmar against the military 
coup 14 February 2021 

M
YANMAR IS burning. Thousands of 
people remam on the streets protesting 
agamst the dismissal of the 

democratically elected government and the arrest 
of Aung San Suu Kyi in February this year. 

Military coups are not new in Myanmar. It was 
only after a prolonged struggle that the military 
had agreed to cede some of its powers and allow 
a government to be elected. Previously Aung San 
Suu Kyi had been imprisoned for more than fif
teen years. In the subsequent elections, the party 
she led, the NLD, won a majority of seats. In the 
following elections in 2020 many expected Suu 
Kyi's party to fare poorly. They were proved 
wrong. The NLD marginally increased its seats. 
The party backed by the military criticised the 
elections as marred with malpractices. 

It is true that people of Myanmar were not 
happy with the Suu Kyi government. There was 
anger on the failure to ensure employment and 
economic development and the corruption at 
various levels of governance. All made worse by 
the pandemic. 

The military had expected to benefit. When it 
did not, it arrested Suu Kyi and her compatriots. 
This proved to be a miscalculation. The military 
assessed that there would be protests but failed 
to foresee their scale. People were unhappy with 
the previous government but not ready to back 
military rule and forego their democratic rights. 

Over the previous generation the higher eche
lons of the armed forces had built up a powerful 
network of patronage and business interests. Lu
crative sectors such as precious gems, timber 
and mining are controlled by enterprises run by 
generals and former members of the officer 
corps. Control of the government is essential for 
maintaining this economic grip and any demo
cratically elected government that does not kow
tow to the military was seen as a threat. Hence 
the new coup and the brutal repression. 

The military is now arresting anyone who vio
lates its orders or resorts to civil disobedience. 
Beatings and torture are increasing. The military 
alleges that armed ethnic 'terrorist' groups with 
divisive agendas are leading the protests and has 
already bombed some of the strongholds of such 
militant groups like those bordering Thailand. 
These attacks have destroyed many villages with 
villagers fleeing across the borders. 

Myanmar is country with around 135 ethnic 
groups. Of these the Burmese are the largest at 
roughly 50 percent. They inhabit the central 
lands. The other 50 percent consists of many eth
nic groups mainly living around the borders. 
Myanmar shares 1,600 kilometres of land border 
with India, an equally long border with China 
and also Thailand and Bangladesh. Many of the 
ethnic groups reside in these remote areas and 
run their own armies - fighting Myanmar's 
armed forces for decades. 

Some of the armed groups, such as the Karen 
inhabiting the areas bordering Thailand and the 
Kachin in the region bordering China have now 
stated that they support the pro-democracy move
ment. In tum the deposed NLD government, op
erating as a government in exile has decreed that 
these ethnic armed forces are no longer 'terrorist' 
or 'unlawful' organisations and has expressed its 
intent to work with them, particularly naming the 
Kachin Political Interim Coordination Team as 
having 'shared goals' and proposing the estab
lishment of a federal democratic union. Many 
people who supported the attack on Rohingya's 
and incited hatred against them are now apologis
ing and appealing for them to join the protests. 
The call is for the establishment of a 'federal 
army' to fight the military. 

The military too has started appeasing sec
tions of these armed ethnic groups. It had de
clared that the Rakhine-based Arakan Army, 
among the country's most formidable armed 
groups, is not a 'terroristic' outfit. The military's 
previous attacks on the Rohingyas that shook the 
entire world were carried in the name of fighting 
the Arakan army in Rakhine. 

All these moves and counter moves are fur
ther inciting ethnic conflicts which are likely to 
spill over to bordering countries, India included. 

British imperialism 
British colonial rule in Myanmar purposely 
created ethnic division. From 1886 until 1937 
Myanmar was ruled as a province of British 
India. The lack of any internal immigration 
boundary led to large-scale movement of 
Indian labourers and businessmen to 
Myanmar. The British administered the 
province used mostly Indian civil servants 
rather than training Myanmar officials. 
Unchecked migration led to enormous social 
tensions and anti-immigrant riots. 

The 'divide and rule' approach of colonialism 
meant that at the time of its independence, 
Myanmar was rife with inter-group tensions and 
several ethnic armed organisations fought for 
greater autonomy. The military rule exacerbated 
these tensions by curtailing ethnic minorities' 
rights. Despite parroting its commitment to 
equality, the State was viewed as privileging the 
majority Burmans. 

In the late 1980s, amidst the collapse of so
cialist countries in Eastern Europe, the military 
regime dropped any pretense of socialism and 
instead focused on securing economic rents and 
building patron-dependent networks. In order to 
plunder natural resources in ethnic minority ar
eas, it co-opted local ethnic leaders by giving 

them economic concessions and while it plun
dered it paid scant attention to development. 
Over the same period the Communist Party of 
Burma started losing its strength. 

All these developments strengthened the ten
dency for mobilization around ethnic identity -
with imperialist forces using this situation to 
keep the country divided. 

The Karen Liberation Army (KLA) is a cre
ation of the British intelligence. The BBC, Radio 
Free Asia (US-funded) and the Voice of America 
are aggressively campaigning agamst the mili
tary and are 'closely coordinating with these 
armed groups'. Britain's MI6 sought to bring to
gether Myanmar's main ethnic separatist guer
rilla groups, encouraging them to take advantage 
of the chaos to open a second front. By mid
April, the first major armed attack on the mili
tary was carried out by the Karen National 
Union, Myanmar's oldest rebel group originally 
created by the British colonial power as its 
proxy. These attacks continue. 

Myanmar figured prominently at the G7 for
eign ministers' meeting (May 3-5). The commu
nique issued called for the imposition of sanc
tions. India's foreign minister was in London at 
the same time and discussed the issue of Myan
mar with his US and UK counterparts. India's 
cooperation is crucial for the success of the US
UK intervention in Myanmar. 

Strategic position 
Why this interest? The answer lies in the 
location of Myanmar. Not only does it share a 
long border with both China and India. It also 
has access to the Bay of Bengal. Control of 
Bay of Bengal and the Malacca Straits means 
control of the sea lanes of the Indian Ocean. 
This is what the US is striving to achieve in the 
name of the 'Asia-pivot' or of controlling the 
'Asian Century'. 

Myanmar's descent into armed conflicts pro
vides the ideal situation for imperialism to inter
vene. After pushing West Asia into chaos and 
perennial strife, East Asia is now the target. Im
perialism is implementing its well-known play
book of using popular discontent to encourage 
armed conflicts, creating chaos to ensure regime 
change and control. This was done in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, West Asia and North Africa. 
Now it is Myanmar. 

ASEAN, of which Myanmar is a member, has 
proposed a five point formula for the resolution 
of the crisis through discussions. 

Allowing imperialist designs to succeed in 
Myanmar is dangerous. No one should think that 
conflict-ridden Myanmar would only check
mate China. In fact, India and the entire region 
would be severely affected. For peace to reign, 
we should demand a stop to imperialist interven
tions, demand the restoration of democracy and 
condemn repression of all kinds. 

Arun Kumar is general secretary of All 
India Peace and Solidarity Organisation 
(AIPSO). This is the presentation he made 
at the seminar organized by Liberation on 
13 July 2021. 
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Myanmar/in focus 
'The best way to guarantee people's rights in Myanmar is the return in some form of the 
1947 Panglong Agreement that promised ufull autonomy in internal administration" and to 
extend it over all ethnic minorities.' 

No to military 
rule, restore 
democracy 
and people's 
rights 

A solution 
to the 
current 
situation 
in Myanmar 

needs 
security and 

the participation of 
all the key national 
minorities that make 
up contemporary 
society, as well as 
the clear 
articulation of their 
respective legitimate 
concerns and 
interests, writes 
Murad Qureshi 

Top left: Ethical trade? 

S 
INCE ITS Annual General Meeting in 
March, Liberation has attempted to shed 
new light on the dire situation in 

Myanmar for its civilians, offering new 
perspectives from the workers of Myanmar 
and the trade union movement. So at a zoom 
session on July 13 of July we heard the leader 
of the Industrial Workers Federation of 
Myanmar, Khaing Zar Aung and in addition 
Arnn Kumar, the general secretary of the all 
India Peace & Solidarity Organisation ( see 
left), based in New Delhi. 

All those who spoke that evening at the 
Zoom conference supported the return of 
democracy in Myanmar, condemned the 
military coup on February 6 and stood with 
those resisting the military action on the 
streets. But let us not forget the threat to the 
Rohingya and other minority ethnic groups in 
the country posed by the military - Tatmadaw -
if we are to restore democracy and people's 
rights. Furthermore our mantra of supporting 
democracy and the peoples of Myanmar 
should not be abused as a pretext for 
intervention or bringing the country back into 
the imperial or foreign sphere of control and 
influence, under any pretext whatsoever. 

Rohingya 
The Tatmadaw poses a particular existential 
threat to the Rohingya and other ethnic 
minorities. They were active in the previous, 
partially successful, attempts to push the 
Rohingya out of the country, so who is to 
say they will not try again with the 
remaining 700,000 Rohingya in Rakhine 
state? Indeed the man now in charge of 
Myanmar, General Min Aung Hlaing, is the 
very commander who led the ethnic 
cleansing of the Rohingyas in 2017. 

It was Burma's first military coup in 1962, 
led by General Ne Win, that laid the 
foundation of the religious and cultural 
persecution of minorities that have persisted 
for more than five decades. And it was under 
Ne Win, the Rohingya were stripped of their 
citizenship and subject to human rights abuses 

under the military's "Operation Dragon King" 
in the late 1970's aiming to expel them from 
Burma. 

Since those days the military has been 
fighting wars in many of the mini-states of 
Myanmar against ethnic militias from Chin, 
Kachin and Shan tribes and justifying their 
existence on that basis. Like many Asian 
armies, the Tatmadaw say they are keeping the 
country together yet attack their own people. 
From the many experiences of peoples around 
Asia, many of these Asian armies are only 
good for attacking their own people. This 
needs to be of paramount concern now for all 
those concerned for the future of Myanmar and 
its many peoples. 

National League for Democracy 
So while naturally we are all supportive of 
the National League for Democracy (NLD) 
in Myanmar after their election victory last 
November, it was an election that excluded 
many minority groups like Chins, Kachin 
and Rohingyas. Thus our solidarity is with 
all the peoples of Myanmar - as opposed to 
any particular group or current within 
Myanmar society - with a call for the end of 
military rule and a return to a civilian 
democratic government. 

We trust they see fit now to include these 
minority groups who have all been under 
sustained military attacks in their various 
regions within Myanmar for many decades like 
there are now on the streets of Rangoon and 
cities. 

Now the best way to guarantee people's 
rights in Myanmar, particularly those from the 
ethnic minorities, is the return in some form of 
the 1947 Panglong Agreement and to extend it 
over all ethnic minorities in Myanmar. 

On the 12 February 1947, General Aung 
San, the father of independent Burma, signed 
the Panglong agreement with representatives 
of the Shan, Chin and Kachin people, three of 
the largest of the many non-Burman ethnic 
groups that today make up about two-fifths of 
Myanmar's population. 

The Panglong agreement promised "full 
autonomy in internal administration" to 
"Frontier Areas", as today's ethnic states were 
then known. Aung San was assassinated just 
over five months later. Under the 60 years of 
mostly military rule that followed, the spirit of 
the Panglong agreement has never been 
honoured. What Myanmar needs is the 
PanglongAgreement of 1947 to be honoured 
to the Shan, Chin and Kachin tribes, promising 
fill autonomy in internal administration" to 
frontier states or "ethnic states" and extended 
beyond them to the Rakhine state for the 
Rohingyas, hopefully making it safe for them 
to return. 

A solution to the current situation in 
Myanmar requires there to be security and the 
participation of all the key national minorities 
that make up contemporary society there as 
well as the clear articulation of their respective 
legitimate concerns and interests. Such a 
solution or movement must closely guard 
against its exploitation by those forces that do 
not have a democratic or progressive agenda 
for the country, as well as the foreign 
imperialist forces that would seek only to 
frustrate the will of the people of Myanmar for 
a peaceful non-aligned future. 

So many hope that the resounding victory of 
the National League for Democracy (NLD) 
party could revive the Panglong spirit and be 
extended to the Rohingyas as well. In so doing 
it guarantees the independence of Mynamar 
and its need to be a unified federated state, 
incorporating all its ethnic minorities as the 
Panglong Agreement intended at the 
independence of Burma in 1948. By doing so 
the country can go forward without the need of 
the military claiming it is keeping it all 
together under its rule but as a federal state 
including all their ethnic groups including the 
Rohingyas and thus securing the conditions for 
their return to Rakhine state within Myanmar. 

Murad Qureshi is a member of 
Liberation's Central Council and a former 
member of the London Assembly 










